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We are preparing this report in quarantine. Before closing, Anup and I decided to move with 

our family to school premises. After two weeks of complete quarantine, we are grateful for this 

decision. We have a lot more space here than in a rented two bedroom home. Since the school 

has an open inner courtyard, we can all be together a 

lot outside in the fresh air. At the same time, we care 

for the cleanliness of the school building, and 

especially for our flowers and vegetable garden. During 

these weeks, the garden gave us plenty of tomatoes, 

pumpkins, eggplants and chilies. Although our children 

do not have 

lessons, we 

make sure 

that all their families are provided with food. We 

distribute food to those in need, especially rice, lentils 

and flour. It really is a special blessing to be able to 

help our loved ones. 

In the first months of this year, however, there have 

also been a number of events that should lighten our 

hearts during these difficult times. 

 

1. Sports day and football 

Immediately after the New Year, when the days are still pleasantly cold, 

we organize a sports day. Sports days are always something special 

here. We love India precisely because of its diversity and its endless 

possibilities… Thus, even a normal sports day is not quite usual, for 

example with running and ball games, but it also involves peeling hard-

boiled eggs, putting on a hat and trying to wrap a sari as quickly as 

possible... And if you really pay attention, you can also meet a fairy, a 

doctor and even a barber! Those most successful and creative children 



are given useful prizes, this year being pencil boxes 

and water bottles. We all eat lunch, banana and 

bread together. 

Twice a week, we organize football training at the 

nearby playground for both young children and 

teenagers. In February, together with 

the village club, we organized a 

tournament where a team of girls and 

boys competed with a team from a 

nearby town. The girls excelled and 

won second place. Still, they were a 

little disappointed, which is reflected in their faces in the photo.  

 

2. Visit to Eco Park - the largest park in Kolkata 

"Let's have fun under the sun," said our dear friend 

Sushmita, inviting us to Eco Park, the largest park in 

Calcutta, to celebrate Sushmita's birthday with her 

friends and family. We enjoyed Seven Wonders, 

beautiful flowers, romantic Mist Park, delicious 

food, refreshing ice cream and more. We returned 

home exhausted as it took us a good two hours by 

train and bus to reach the park, but with some 

wonderful memories in 

our hearts. Thank you 

Sushmita, her family 

and friends for making 

this unforgettable trip 

possible. 

 

 



3. Participation in an art workshop 

We thank the organization "Apeejay Anand Children's 

Library" for inviting our girls to their art workshop where 

children could show their creativity and artistic talent. The 

art workshop, which is primarily aimed at children from the 

lower social classes, is organized annually, and the 

participation is really large. Each child gets a nice gift bag 

that contains some sweet goodies, a pencil case and 

crayons. They also receive white umbrellas, which they 

drawn on and painted themselves. 

 

4. A small classical music concert 

We were again in the company of 

wonderful musicians. This time, our dear 

friend Jennifer Heemstra brought along 

Marissa, Valerie, Mio and Tasha, students 

and a teacher of the University of 

Michigan for music. They played for us 

clarinet and piano. We also danced and 

practice our English conversational skills 

together. We thank the Pitch Pipe 

Foundation and Calcutta Classical Guitar Society for enabling our girls to listen and develop a 

taste for classical music. 

5. "We help too" 

I have been living in India for the thirteenth year. 

Every time I see a homeless, sick, elderly man on the 

road, it still pains me. I will never forget the comment 

made by one of our volunteers: “There are not as 

many homeless poor people on the roads in Kolkata 

as I expected.” To me, however, it seems that one 

helpless poor man is one too many. Of course, we 

can't help everyone, but let's try to follow the advice 

of Saint Theresa: "If you can't feed 100 people, then 



feed at least one." 

And that's what we want to teach our girls: not only 

the basic alphabets and math, but also the basic 

alphabets of the heart, so that when they grow up, 

they will recognize the distress of a person, perhaps a 

family member, perhaps a neighbor, maybe a 

stranger, and also respond to it.  

 

6. Our 12 Years! 

This year we are celebrating the 12th year of our 

project, which is closely intertwined with your 

cooperation and support. Without your help our work 

would not be possible, so thank you very much 

indeed. Although you could not attend our 

celebration, we always remember and thank you in 

the opening address. In our prayers, we ask God to 

give you in abundance what you so generously share 

with us. 

 

7. Who will style my hair ?! 

The answer to this question is not really difficult. These will be 

our elder girls and village women who learn the basics of 

hairdressing and cosmetics once a week. Our Sara is a very 

welcome model.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



8.  Special thanks to our sponsor Tina Gams 

Tina Gams, who has been sponsoring two of our girls for many 

years and with whom we collaborated also through her 

organization LU, Love is Universal, has prepared a special 

surprise for us. All proceeds from the sale of her first book for 

children she has donated to support our school. This gesture 

touches us all the more because we know that Tina could have 

deservedly spent this money for the needs of her own family. 

However, she has taken a different path showing us how to be 

a living example of true generosity. Thank you Tina and we 

promise that your Blessings are already on the way. We are also thankful to all our friends who 

bought Tina’s book. 

9. The oldest and the youngest 

While we are expecting the results of our four girls who 

passed the important tests after grade 10 and two of our 

students who graduated after 

grade 12, we have adopted a 

group of new children. We need 

new godparents so feel free to 

spread the word about our work.  

 

 

 

 

10. Eye cataract surgery 

It is a great pleasure to help our elderly villagers to see clearly again and make their daily lives 

easier. This time again, in cooperation with the ARGOBBHAWVA organization and Susrut Eye 

Foundation, we provided seven free-of-charge cataract surgery for seven elderly people of Piali.  

 

 



11. Little Sisters of the Poor  

Our dear sisters of the Little Sisters of the Poor Order, 

who run a nursing home in Kolkata, make sure we 

never miss anything. During the winter, they share 

with us oranges and fruitcake, and throughout the 

year they donate rice, lentils, biscuits, various fruits 

and other delicacies. Thank you, dear Sisters, for your 

warmth, 

love and 

prayers. 

 

 

 

12. Donation by Indian Company Second Vivekananda Bridge Tollway Company 

Pvt. Ltd. 

Also in 2019/20, Second Vivekananda Bridge Tollway 

Company Pvt. Ltd. helped us. Their donation allowed 

us to buy sewing machines, computers, air 

conditioners, chairs, a refrigerator, hairdressing chairs 

and furniture for the guest room. We were also able to 

protect our open veranda (from the monsoon rain) 

with a canopy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



We thank all of You, our godparents and friends, the Light of Hope Charity 

Society and CED (Stiftung Christlicher Entwicklungsdienst) for all your help and 

support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Our teachers celebrating the Holi Festival. 


